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- Dear Members, &) :‘
The other day I was talking to my friend and fellow board ‘ ¥
member Linda Pearson, and we were commenting on what an
Inside amazing year 2018 had been. All of the Society’s work over the
last few years was paying off: our events have been bigger and
better than ever, and our innovative agenda was attracting a
Looking Back new audience. That’s when Linda said, “We are so much more
on 2018 ..ooeeeiiiinnnns 1 than that old house on the hill!"” T couldn’t agree more, and I

decided then to use her quote as the theme for the 2018 annual
report, which is condensed in this issue of the newsletter.

Oakwood Historical
Society President
Leigh Turben

At the beginning of the year, the board outlined three goals
for 2018; through the year we implemented them as follows:

Strengthen Internal Operating Procedures — The challenge in a small organization
is to strengthen controls without slowing down the process. While this is an ongoing
job, we were able to implement dual control on our expenses and will continue to
reinforce our procedures for archival work, maintenance, and security.

Focus on Preservation — With a new preservation coordinator at the helm, we were
able to establish and communicate our role in preservation within the community,
build a digital archive for property preservation, and introduce and organize the
inaugural Holiday House Tour for Oakwood.

Increase Awareness within Our Community — Here we excelled in every aspect: in
our events and speaker series; in our website, newsletters, and social media; and in
community involvement. We hosted or participated in thirty-four events this year,
almost three per month, with four of the events attracting a total of 1,600 people!

We are “More than the old house on the hill” indeed!

[ invite you to read the newsletter and share my pride in what our Society has
accomplished in 2018. Even more, I invite you to be active in the Society’s
programming for 2019! Think about how your talents can benefit the Society and
Oakwood and contact one of the committee chairs listed in this newsletter. Make a
New Year’s resolution to make history with us!

Respecttully yours,
Leigh Turben, President

-
Support the Historical Society
and Save on Your Taxes

If you are 70.5 years or older, a charitable contribution
to the Oakwood Historical Society made directly
from your IRA can help preserve our community’s
history while likely lowering your tax bill.

1alk to your CPA to learn more about how you can
help support the great programs presented by the Oakwood Historical Society.
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2018: Another Year of Making Hlstory

In addition to presenting many
successful events in 2018, the
Society had many behind-the-
scenes successes that enlightened
its volunteers and enriched

its programs. Here are some

highlights.
The Far Hills Speaker Series

In its sixth year, the Far Hills
Speaker Series continues to inform
and entertain. In collaboration
with Wright Library, the Society
sponsored lectures on a variety of
interesting topics, presented to
standing-room-only crowds. The Lutheran Church of Our Savior was the site for
the series, a move necessitated by the program’s popularity.

The Far Hills Speaker Series moved to a larger venue
due to the program’s increased popularity

Archive Development

Work continues to inventory the Society’s archival collection. When completed,
the next step will be to digitize documents and pictures of interest to the community.

In a separate complementary effort, Tom Morrow is working to create a property
preservation digital archive that will contain historical data obtained from the
city and county associated with every home in Oakwood. This will preserve
information gathered by the city and Society, as well as make information
accessible to homeowners.

Preservation Education

The Society works closely with city and homeowners
to ensure that planning accommodates needed

' functional changes, without destroying the historic
integrity and community character that makes
Oakwood a desirable, livable city. Preservation is a
community-engaging mindset that allows residents
the opportunity to work together to treasure the past
and manage positive change.

Holiday
Home Tour

Old-time baking techniques
demonstration at the 2018
National Conference of the featured seven
Association for Living History, — ar chitecturally
Farm, and Agricultural Museums unique private
homes in various
styles, including Craftsman, Swiss Chalet,
Tudor, Prairie Style to Italian Renaissance
Revival. Over a seven-hour period,
homeowners shared the history of their homes
and welcomed 500 guests to enjoy their
holiday decorations. By all accounts, this first-
time event was extremely well received. The

This sold-out event

One of seven homes on the well attended
Oatkwood Holiday Home Tour
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tour revealed how many Oakwood homeowners are really do-it-yourselfers, or
at the very least, have the vision to effect a renovation that meets new needs.

- These homeowners share an appreciation for architectural integrity, a gift for
fusing the old with the new, and a generous spirit of community.

Professional Development By T AR I

Linda Pearson, Chair of the

Society’s Education Committee,

attended the 2018 National

Conference of the Association

for Living History, Farm,

and Agricultural Museums

. (ALHFAM) in Tahlequah,

City Manager Norbert Klopsch Oklahoma, in June. The

held a meeting at the Homestead ~ conference session most

in July so that staff could see the  relevant to Society business

amazing changes taking place at focused on developing a living

the Homestead hi ich 1
istory program with a sma

staff. Participants in Pearson’s Homemade at the Homestead

classes enjoy the recipes and techniques she gains from out-of-

print books acquired from her contacts with other ALHFAM

professionals.

1ed Perry, the great-grandnephew of Henry Long,
traveled from Memphis, Tennessee, to visit the
Homestead last April

Outreach

A scout troop from London, England, that was visiting
Oakwood Boy Scout Troop 101 toured the Homestead and
enjoyed hand-cranked ice cream.

City Manager Norbert Klopsch held a staff meeting at the
Homestead in July so Leisure Services Director Carol Collins,
Finance Director Cindy Stafford, Law Director Rob Jacques,
Public Safety Director Alan Hill, and Personnel and Properties
Director Jennifer Wilder could see the amazing changes taking
place at the Homestead.

Ted Perry, the great-grandnephew of Henry Long, traveled
from Mempbhis, Tennessee, to visit the Homestead last April.
Ted and his wife, Gaynell, were researching their family
history. A grateful Gaynell expressed, “Family stories revealed
during our tour breathed life into gravestones in a way that
mere genealogical paper trails could never have done.”

To promote Society programs, members manned a booth at
seven of Oakwood Farmer’s Markets.

Yoga enthusiasts gathered on the Homestead’s lawn two
Saturdays in September to enjoy their morning stretch. This
program was meant to recruit members and welcome residents
to the Homestead.

Education Programming

Acting on community feedback, the Society invited adults to
participate in programs traditionally offered only to children.
The Herb Academy children’s series became Homemade at the ,
Homestead; the pilot programs Lotions and Potions, Pasta and  Pustz and Pesto Homemade at the Homestead
Pesto, and Bread and Butter were enjoyed by all. education program
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OHS Committees
Please getinvolved...

A Never-Ending Maintenance

Maintaining the house and outlying buildings of the Long-
Romspert Homestead is an ongoing effort. The Society is

deeply appreciative to the volunteers who help with this
work. The highlights:

* The wood floors in the living and dining rooms of the
1920 side of the house were refinished; scrubbing, sanding,
and applying polyurethane took over an hour per square foot

Archives and
Acquisitions
Melissa Dalton

mel@meldalton.com
(937) 232-7174

Education .
) of flooring.
Linda Pearson .. .. .
lindapinoh@gmail.com Rfﬁ”’{@’%? the living o Boy Scout Eagle Candidates Kyle Lethander (Troop 193)
(925) 202-9021 and dining room floors -, 4 Logan Connelly (Troop 101) oversaw the painting of
the summer kitchen and building a partition in the garage. The partitioned area
Events will house tools and equipment.
tiﬁanyﬂlt?k?iﬁg)gg:gil com * Fourteen Oakwood High School seniors removed debris from both the carriage
(937) 266-8877 house and the garage and painted a room in the 1920's side of the basement.
* Work on stucco on the house’s ' :
Facilities/Grounds south side began last spring.
Phyllis N. Miller Workers discovered that a load-

(937)321-5682 bearing board had been removed,

causing interior wall bricks to

Membership collapse. This repair may solve a
Laura Bettinger water problem that has plagued
laura.@laurabettinger.com he Soci for 20
(937) 308-9929 the OCICty or yeal‘s.
* 150 years of dirt from the 1920’
Newsletter basement floor was carried out
Robin Crum, Editor in 15 five-gallon buckets. The
Roger Crum, Editor basement was thoroughly cleaned, Debris was removed from the carriage house making

TOHSnewsletter@gmail.com and storage shelves were added. ready for structural repairs

Healy Jackson, Coordinator
healyjackson@gmail.com

Kent Miller, Designer * Major structural repairs to a termite-damaged support beam in the carriage
kentmiller246@gmail.com house are under way. Windows and doors are also being repaired.

* Reglazing and painting the windows continues.

* Weed and critter control is ongoing.
Outreach

Harrison Stamm Gowdy

stammgowdy@sbcglobal.net
(937) 416-5991

* Two chairs from the 1920’ living room have been repaired.

Online and Social Media

The Society’s online and social media presence continues
to grow; the Society has over 1,000 Facebook followers.
The Society’s website communicates information about
events, ticket and book sales, and resources about
Oakwood history. Email blasts remind Society members
about upcoming events.

Property Management &
Restoration Consultants

Larry and Joe Bilderbeck
Irbilderback@aol.com
(937) 294-2147

Far Hills Speaker Series

Carol Holm
lawholm@gmail.com
(937)671-6673

Overview of Revenue and Expenses

For the period January through October 2018, total
revenue was $43,347, and expenses equaled $26,677.

Society events generated considerably more income

Society website

Website ($18,416) than membership dues ($4,585). Other major sources of revenue were
T°mkM°"gr‘:‘{ corporate sponsorships and foundation funds. The Harry Ebeling Memorial
tmorrovx(/g;z);? zvgg_ozmlgtory.org Fund is being used to restore the carriage house and garage. The largest portion of

Society expenses is tied directly to facility and grounds maintenance.
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The Legacy of Bill Hager

Longtime Oakwood resident and early president of the Oakwood Historical Society C.
William Hager passed away on November 27, 2018. In addition to Bill's work in historic
preservation at the federal and state levels, he is credited with facilitating the successful
nomination of the Schantz Park Historic District to the National Register of Historic
Places. He also played an influential role in Ethel Romspert’s decision to donate the Long-
Romspert Homestead at 1945/47 Far Hills Avenue to the Society.

How Bill Hager persuaded Ethel Romspert to leave her estate to the Society deserves Bill Hager
retelling: it is a story of friendship and it recounts how a person with a historian’s heart

facilitated a widowed friend’s desire to perpetuate her family’s legacy. Romspert was the wife of Harry H.
Romspert. After Ethel married Harry in 1910, his mother, Laura Long Romspert, renovated the home her
parents had built in 1867 so that Harry and Ethel lived on one side, and she lived on the other. Harry and
Ethel did not have children. Laura died in 1943 and Harry died in 1969. Ethel continued to live at the

Homestead, one of Oakwood’s oldest homes, for another fourteen years.

During an interview in spring 2014, Bill recounted how he and Ethel met. He had taken a choral youth
group to sing at the First United Methodist Church on Salem Avenue where Ethel served as a pianist. She
asked him to come to her home to meet with contractors bidding to repair her slate roof. When he entered
the house to discuss the bids, Bill noticed her piano. He asked to play it and performed for her a

Chopin waltz.

Although she was forty years his senior, Ethel and Bill forged a friendship based on music. Ethel had two
pianos, an upright which she played in the 1920 living room while Bill played a spinet in the adjoining
dining room. On Saturday afternoons they frequently played for each other, usually classical music or
hymns from her hymnals.

Over time it can be assumed that Ethel, a college-educated woman, took an interest in Bill’s other

hobby — preserving local history. As their friendship and common interests deepened, Bill made Ethel aware
of the need the fledging Society had to find a place to showcase the memorabilia, books, and records relevant
to Oakwood history that it had come to acquire. Ethel’s decision to leave her Long-Romspert estate home

to the Society likely reflects her interest in preserving her family’s history as well as the friendship she shared
with Bill and other members of the Society. She recognized the need and appreciated the impact she

could make.

Lawyer Robert E. Jefferis, president of the Society in 1984, recalled that Mrs. Romspert on July 19, 1984
appeared before him to formally acknowledge the escrow deed to be conveyed to the Society in accordance
with her terms. He also wrote, “Mrs. Romspert donated the above property...as the result of a friendship-
trust relationship between Mrs. Romspert and Mr. Hager.” This is how Bill Hager helped orchestrate a
permanent home and historical museum for the small City of Oakwood.

The Society will truly miss Bill's leadership, vision, and commitment to local historic preservation.

Your IRA Can Make History!

It may be possible to use your IRA to support the Society and save on your 2018 taxes up until this April’s
filing date. Your tax and investment advisors can help you to determine how this type of donation affects
your tax status.

Members with IRA accounts must begin drawing a Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from that
account at age seventy and a half, whether or not they need the funds. These required distributions increase
the account holder’s tax liability because they are taxed as ordinary income. However, if the required
distribution is transferred directly from the IRA to a 501(c)3 organization, the account holder’s tax liability is
reduced and the Society, which is a 501(c)3 organization, can use the donation to further its mission.

Although formerly in banking, Leigh Turben cautions that she can’t advise a person regarding IRA
distribution options. As President of the Society, however, she welcomes every opportunity to explain why

supporting the work of the historical society has long-lasting value. Contact her at 937-750-0494.
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Thank You, Members!

Jill Aldineh

Douglas and Anne Almoney
Jorge and Melissa Arzola

Lori Autterson

Lawrence Baron

Matt Benjamin and Heather Jackson
Ayse Sahin and Cengiz Berksoy
Laura Bettinger

Don and Lois Ann Bigler
Larry and Joanne Bilderback
Dr. Nicholas Bisek and

Jamie Timmer-Bisek

Mark Bolmida

Deborah and William Borden
Chip "CB" Boyer

Joanne Brady

Ray and Vicki Braun

David and Roberta Brennan

Jacqueline Countryman and
Robert Brenner

‘The Flower Shoppe

James and Linda Brundrett
Robert Brundrett Jr.
Reichard Buick

William and Wendy Campbell
Charles and Molly Campbell
Richard and Marlene Carlile
Mary Cecil

John and India Clarke
Karen Clarke

Charles Comer ITI

Jerry Connally and
Margo Townsend

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Connell
Ben and Amanda Cook
Judy Cook

Donna Cooper and Larry Cooper
Marian Crawford

Thomas and Mary Creager
Melissa Dalton

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Danis
Mr. and Mrs. John Donahue
George Drake Jr.

Sarah E. Dugan

Alexandra Duncan

Mayor William Duncan

William and Terri Duncan

Jane Dunwoodie

John Eadie

Ebeling Family

Ginger Einhorn

Kathryn Ellis

Jean Erskine

Jane Fairfax

Anne and David Hilton and Family

Mr. and Mrs. John Ferneding,
Ferneding Insurance

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery J. Ford

Mr. and Mrs. Joan Franks
Jacob Fromholt

William A. Frye

Leigh Ann Fulford

Christine Furrer

Mr. and Mrs. Frederic Gagel
Jacqueline Gall

Linda and Richard Gallant
Nancy Gillaugh

Roger S. Glass

John and M] Gray

Edman and Virginia Gray
David Greer

Betty Kohr Gregory

Richard and Peggy Grigsby
Robert Guehl and Dr. Karen Bartley
David S. Gutridge

Mr. and Mrs. William Hager
Martha Haley

Jeffrey and Cheryl Hamblin
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence R Hardy
Dr. Liz Hardy and Rick Omlor
Irvin Harlamert

Shelley Harmony

Lynn Hill

Kathy Hodges

Ruth Ellen Hoecker

Carol Holm

Michael and Patricia Holz
Mary Hornbeck

Jacqueline Housel and
Howard Sizek

Houser Asphalt and Concrete, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Huffman
Samantha Hughes

Robert Drumbheller and
Madeline J. Iseli

Healy and Tom Jackson

Nancy Jones and Dave Requarth
Kristy Kiefaber and Andy Smith
Kenneth and Karen Keller
Kenneth and Grace Keller
Thomas and Jill Kendall

Dr. David and Jane Key

Jo Ann Keys

Ms. Sharon Keys

Brian and Cara Kite

Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Klopsch
William Koch

Susan Koch

David and Margaret Koehler
Leah Konicki

Sally and Tim Lahmon

Mr. and Mrs. William Leakas
Dr. Martin LeBoeuf

Cheryl Lee

Andrew and Cheryl Lloyd

Jonathan and Leisa Lowrey

James Lupinske

Mr. and Mrs. John B. MacDonald
Constance Mahle

Dr. Henry Maimon

John and Beth Marshall

Amy Martin

Allison and Steve Martindale

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Maschino
Phyllis Huffman Mayne

Norman Mayne,
Dorothy Lane Market

Sean and Silvia McCauley
Susan B. McCoy

Weezie McGinnis

Michael and Melissa McTall
Laura Mercer

Craig Mesure

Brian Mettling

Donald H. Meyer

Cristina Mier

Barb Miller

Phyllis Miller

Shawn Mitchell

David and Kimberly Moore
Beverly Moore

John and Barbara A Moraites
Mike Morgan, Central Perc
Thomas Morrow

Jane Murphy

Wallace and Margaret Neikirk
Roberta Nelson

Bob and Jean Neumeister
Leslie and Andrew Norton
Thomas and Leslie Norwalk
Elizabeth Oakley

Dr. Kenneth Oberheu
Doris Olt

Dana Oltmanns

Kristen J. Paddon

Park Avenue Antiques,
Ellen Brannigan

Judith G. Payne

Jack and Linda Pearson

Ted and Gaynell Perry
Melissa Pharmer

Donald and Jeannine Phlipot
Harvey and Judy Pierce
Richard and Carol Pohl
Joseph and Owen Pollack
Don and Ellene Prizler
Margaret Quinn and Ronald Pohlman
Ruby and Robert Rawls

Lisa Reeder

Trudy Reemelin

Frances Repperger

Robert and Nancy Rice
AdaRife

Jane Rinninger

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Risley

Mr. and Mrs. Burnell R. Roberts
Thomas and Cassandra Rogers
Craig and Joyce Rohan

Scott and Crystal Rosenberg
Tiffany Rubin

James and Janet Runkle
Stephen and Claire Scanlon
William and Diane Schaff

Dr. Joseph and Debra Schenk
James and Martha Schmidt
David Schmidt

Michele and Jim Schoen
Donna Schultz

Donald Schweller

Jamie Sheehan

Marilyn Sheehan

Mr. and Mirs. Robert Shiffler
Jodie Shoaf

Deborah Shuler

Elizabeth Ann Simms
Francine Smith

Gloria R Smith

Stanford Smith

Adam and Megan Snyder
Sally McBride Solarek

Jennifer Speed and Daniel Thompson
Steven and Lu Ann Stanley
Thomas R. Stansfield

Pam Stephens,
‘Wm. Stephens Insurance Co.

Larry Stockmyer

Judy Stolle

Pete and Nancy Stroble

Andrea Surber

Lawrence Suttman

Joan Thiele

Joseph and Lois Thomas

J. Kay Tormey

Leigh Turben

Nick and Sue Usechak

Bill and Rose Vernon

Dr. Ronald Versic

Louise Van Vliet

Richard and Helen Vuketich
Chris and Laura Wahl

Mr. and Mrs. George H. Waizmann
Mr. and Mrs. Waller

Dr. W. H. Weltge

Mike and Jody Werner

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Williams
William and Carolyn Winger
Michael Witt

Zachary Wolcott

John and Gayle Workman
Wright Memorial Public Library
Amanda Wyatt

Suyan Zheng
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Sponsors and Partners
The Society owes a special thanks to our partners and sponsors.

The Far Hills Speaker Series Wright at Home
* Lutheran Church of Our Savior * Dayton History

* The Wright Memorial Public Library

* Videographers Dorothy & Bob Wickline

* Miami Valley Communications Council

Walking Tours

* The Wright Memorial Public Library Donors
* Charles & Molly Campbell Endowment Fund

* Everett C. Yowell and Margie Mack Yowell Fund

Annual Family Photo Event
* Photographer Betty Cochran

Oakwood Farmer’s Market

* Woodland Cemetery and Arboretum

HOliday Home Tour * Harry G. Ebeling Trust

* Dorothy Lane Market ¢ Meta Pavlik Charitable Fund
* The Flower Shoppe 1 S

¢ The Oakwood Florist Newsletter ponsors

* The Flower Shoppe
* UPS —The Oakwood Store
* Carol J. Holm, Attorney at Law

* Morning Sun Florist

Classics on the Lawn
¢ Car enthusiasts who lent their cars « Ferneding Insurance
* Houser Asphalt & Concrete Company

* Mark Risley, Car Enthusiast * Houser Asphalt & Concrete Company
A Taste of Wine and Cheese e Huffman Travel, Ltd.
¢ Arrow Wine ¢ LCNB National Bank

e Ellen Brannigan, Park Avenue Antiques

What Is Unique about Your Home?

We are researching offbeat qualities of houses in Oakwood for a possible
future article in the Historian. Perhaps your home was moved from another
location, was a farmhouse or a store, or has unique features. Send an email
to healyjackson@gmail.com, and we will get back to you!

CaroL J. HoLm

ATTORNEY AT Law
Dayton, Ohio

FERNEDING
INSURANCE

H !
usgr HUFFMAN 7 TRAVEL "

black top e sealing ® striping “The Oakwood Store”

) | 0

National Bank
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The Oakwood Historical Society Membership Form

Membership Categories (Please check one) Receive a $5 Discount (Check if applicable)
d Indi\'fidual ....................................................... $25.00 O Student Q Senior Q Active Milicary
0 Family ..o $35.00

L BUSINESS c.veeveeeeeeeveerereeeeeeeneeteereeene s e e $50.00  Please make check payable to:

D BIONZE v $75.00  1he Oakwood Historical Society

Ll SHIVET vttt $100.00  Agail to:

D GOld ............................................................. $20000 ]947[;47 Hz’l/sAve., Dayton, OH 454]9

Date

First Name

Last Name

Spouse

Business/Organization (if applicable)

Address
City State Zip
Phone Number E-mail Address

The information that you submit will be used only by the Oakwood Historical Society and will not be given or sold to outside parties.




